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Nebraska Manufacturing Gensus Data 1947 
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Production Workers. 


Value Value 
Number Number Man Wages, Added Value Added 
Major Industry Group of Estab- (Average fours, Total by Manu- Added 1947 
lishments for the Total ($1,000) facture Per Cent Per Cent 
Year ) ($1,000) ($1,000) of Total of 1939 
¢ 
ALL INDUSTRIES, TOTAL 1,344 375338 84,230 $87,432 $260,658 100.0 383 
Food and kindred products 513 19,887 46,718 4g ,676 156,216 59.9 406 
Meat packing Sai oresares meats 42 8,617 25,156 67,855 26.0 
Poultry dressing, wholesale 27 1,817 3,073 11,931 4.6 
Grain mill products 144 2,389 5,958 25,327 ae 
Bakery products 5u 1,586 3,504 11,401 4, 
Beverages 82 1,038 2,352 11,905 4.6 
Other food 164 4 440 8,573 27.797 alla erg 
Apparel and related products 34 1,092 2,018, 1,691 4,167 1.6 4.99 
amber and products, except furniture 26 415 874 790 1,369 5 156 
Forniture and fixtures 29 B48 1,833 1,737 3,956 5 306 
Printing and publishing industries 345 2,484 5,061 5.795 21,505 8.3 a 
Chemicals and allied products 58 931 2,123 2,362 10,926 4.2 A g 
Petroleum and coal products 9 117 239 276 1,084 oi 12 
Leather and leather products 9 208 396 373 513 oe ee 
Stone, clay, and glass products vee 861 1,839 1,973 5,632 2.2 Ag 
Fabricated metal products 4g 1,223 2,803 2,922 7,498 2.9 ¢ 8 
Machinery (except electrical) 74 2,134 4,946 4.982 10,462 4.0 23 
Blectrical machinery 16 L777 44179 4, 305 19 9698 4.1 peat 
Transportation equipment 13 1,398 2,880 2,983 6,074 2.3 eae 
All other major industry groups 92 3,963 $,321 8,567 20,558 79 9 


"Computed from Census of Manufacture, 1947 

4A report of the new Census of Manufactures for Nebraska for workers, was 203; for the nation it was 153 ~ for the region 
the year 1947, gathered by the U. S. Bureau of the Census in 169. In both dollars and workers Nebraska increased faster. 
1948, has just been received, The impression, reported in the 
Mabrauks Business Review in Te! of this year, that ins The new census differs from all previous reports in several 
facturing has increased greatly in the state since the last respects. Two industries have been thrown out, not now being 
‘census was taken, for 1939, is confirmed. The value added by considered as manufacturing. They are retail bekeries and ma- 
manufacturing jumped from $68 million in 1939 up to $261 mil- ‘Chine shop repairs, Total value of products is no longer re- 
16n. in 1947. Part of this increase is due to a higher price ported in the tabulations, since it contains duplicate vale 
level, but not all since the number of production workers has as when one factory turns out a partly finished product which 
increased from 18 thousand in 1939 to 37 thousand in 1947. another factory completes, A new term substituted for "wage 


earners" is "production workers," but the concept is similar, 
Nebraska has risen faster than the nation, and faster than 


the West North Central region in which she is included, ‘fhe 
state's ratio of 1947 to 1939 in value added by manufactur- 
ing was 383; for the nation it was 304 - for the region 306, 
The state's ratio of 1947 to 1939 in the number of production (Continued on last page) 


The number of man-hours worked is printed for the first time, 
The smallest admissible establishment has been changed from 
those producing $5 thousand per year to those having at least 


Measuring Nevvraeska Bou 6 lon (6 eee 
NEBRASKA and the UNITED STATES DOLLAR VOLUME OF BUSINESS 
Percentages of 1939 Average 
Per Cent Per Cent of Same Per Cent of 
A U g. of 1939 Average Month a Year Ago Preceding Month ——— a a5 
h 1948 199 i 1 
Nebraska U. S. Nebraska U. S. Nebraska U. S. Mont 

wee =. January 346.7 282.2 290.4 302.1 
DOLLAR VOLUME OF BUSINESS 303.0 299.0 95.4 94.9 102.7 102.5 ai 340.4 300.8 291.0 292.0 
PHYSICAL VOLUME OF BUSINESS 171.4 171.6 103.5 97.9 100.9 99.3 ay. 333.4 318.7 291.5 290.1 
Bank debits (checks, etc.) 324.6 282.6 95.3 96.5, «202.2: 200.6 April 324.7 321.2 294.8 291.4 
Building construction 304.2 361.6 127.5 98.3 89.9 102.6 May 319.9 298.0 302.0 293.2 
Retail sales 2975 302.9 96.7 99.4 108.2 103.6 June 313.8 * 308.8 ne 
Life insurance sales eebsb pile 1029s 01.9 «©«— e372 s2 July 316.5 295.4 312.2 291. 
Cash farm marketings 389.5 371.5 82.9 89.8 102.2 = =112.5 August 317-5 303.0 315.1 299.0 
Electricity produced 249.7 281.5 104.3 103.2 100.9 105.6 September 313.9 sas 
Newspaper advertising 188.4 164.5 105.6 96.4 107.7 104.0 October 313.4 e ‘ 
Manufacturing employment 168.8 150.4 102.4 92.2) 10230." 201s November ae es 
Other employment ® Sa oe. = ates 99.7 Behe 101.3, December 305. ° 
Gasoline sales 185.8 177.6 96.6 101.0° 84.3 98.6 PHYSICAL VOLUME OF BUSINESS 

toe STATA, OMAR A, and LIDcoLy 


Percentages of 1939 Average 
—— eee 
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f __Nebraska U.S. 

2 € pt. so Sark Pepecniae eee Month 1948 1949 1948 1949 

Business Indicators Nebraska Omaha Lincoln Nebraska Omaha Lincoln January 178.5 154.6 167.1 164.8 

February 177-1 170.5 167.9 168.9 

UNADJUSTED AVERAGE INDEX 106.6 108.3 105.1 100.0 99.6 100.3 eee 175.0 172.0 168.6 170.5 

Bank debits 95.2 100.0 97.6 102.4 104.7. 105.1 April 172.1 174.6 169.6) 1718 

Electricity consumed in cities 104.2 98.9 124.8 92.9 89.7 93.7 May 169.3 168.2 Dyiey gies 

Gas consumed 116.2 158.3 99.4 112.3 132.2 96.2 June 167.1 166.9 173.4 173.6 

Water pumped 86.3 87.5 84.3 7565 7702 74.4 July 168.0 172.6 174.2 172.8 

Postal receipts H0955)) sll.2 109.6 99.0 102.6 100.0 August 168.2 174.1 I75sg igiee 
Newspeper advertising 107.6 176.7 93.7 114.9 126.9 106.4 September 166.2 175-5 
Building permits issued 134.7 113.2 150.2 68.8 46.4 47.2 October 166.9 Be oe OS ¢ 
City mortgages recorded 127-3 13929 120.7 105:2 103.3 . 139.7 November 166.4 ee | 
Retail sales 95.5 92.7 98.4 100.5 97.6. 109.3 December 166.8 173.2 


[$$ 


RETAIL. SALES, by Subgroups, for the STATE and OMAHA 


S = p ip Month a Year Ago Preceding Month 


Type of Store Nebraska Omaha Nebraska Omaha 
tee RT ee ie a) ee i 


Per Cent of Same Per Cent of 


ALL STORES 95.5 92.7 100.5 97.6 
Food stores 92.8 89.7 101.3 101.9 
Groceries and meats 90.4 82.8 102.9 103.5 
Restaurante 92.6 96.4 96.0 98.0 
Dairies and other food 100.6 100.1 101.2 101.8 
Housing stores 91.8 90.9 109.3 109.6 
Building material 100.2 99.5 115.6 120.6 
Hardware dealers 90.4 98.9 102.7 116.1 
Furniture stores 81.9 80.5 102.1 97.0 
Automotive stores 89,4 63.5 82.9 59.0 
Automotive dealers 89,1 63.3 82.4 58.8 
4lling stations 99.7 102.5 105.6 119.0 
Scellaneous stores 102.3 IDR) ae 114.3 
Department stores 105.8) rg), 
Variety stores 94.8 107.3 92.1 114.3 
Clothing stores 89.5 125.3 
Luxury goods stores 99.1 105.5 110.0 118.0 
Drug stores 102.3 TOT 95.5 93.9 
Fuel and ice dealers 143.2 151.3 123.5 121.5 
Other stores 84.3 69.5 94.2 92.1 


86Ne63ajxoyo0na@ayo*wqwqwWwonmaoaonanoOQoaoeeee eee 
=Not used in the indexes this month. 
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RETAIL SALES, by Groups, LINCOLN and Sample of SMALL CITIES 
—Oe———————— ee 


Per Cent of Same Per Cent of 

Se Dale Month a Year Ago _Preceding Month 
Lincoln Small Lincoln Small 

Type of Store Cities Cities 
ALL STORES 98.4 93.6 109.3 96.9 

Food stores 97-7 93.5 105.1 99-7 

Housing stores 90.2 101.4 105.0 116.4 

Automotive stores 117.2 94.5 101.9 100.6 

Miscellaneous stores 90.4 92.5 119.6 9301 


The small cities in this table include those not mentioned 
in this or the following pages. 


The DOLLAR VOLUME OF BUSINESS (first table) is a 
five series in that table, after each has been adjusted for seasonal changes on- 
ly. The PHYSICAL VOLUME OF BUSINESS is a weighted average of all ten series in 
the same table, after each has been adjusted for seasonal changes and, if appro- 
priate, for price-level changes also. These indexes are computed on exactly the 
same basis for the United States as for Nebraska. In each of the city tables the 
UNADJUSTED INDEX is an unweighted average of all the available series, omitting 
the two highest and the two lowest ratios in each case. The series have not been 
adjusted. for seasonal changes nor for price-level changes in computing the Unad-— 
justed Indexes. Retail sales data are from a sample of stores, as collected by 
the Department of Business Research, in co-operation with the Census, They are 
“ominated by the sales in the larger independent and the smaller chain stores, 


weighted average of the first 
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BUSINESS SUMMARY, A distinct upturn is noticeable in the Au- 
gust dollar volume of business after the July slump, both in 
Nebraska and the United States. The indicators all turned up 
from July to August in Nebraska except building and gasoline 
gales, whose downturns were seasonal, Thus the recession is 
itself receding, and a period of stability or of renewed ad- 
vance is beginning, 


Retail sales increased particularly fast in Angust but were 


still below a year ago, at least in dollar volume. The same 
might be said for farm marketings, whose drop from last year 
has been the most severe, on account of the fall in agricul- 
tural prices, Bank debits are also below a year ago, altho 
most of the other series are already higher than in 1948, The 
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The September picture for Nebraska shows no change from Au- 
gust. It is quite a bit better than last year, however, espe- 
clally in building, Retail sales are about 5 per cent below 
1948, but many types of stores show sales 10 per cent or more 
below. Department stores are doing better, however, and fuel 
and ice dealers (mostly fuel, this time of year) are doing a 
rushing business, apparently. But automobile dealers are do- 
ing less business, = whether from slower deliveries or not it 
is hard to say, : 

The cities doing best in comparison with a yeer ago include 
Columbus, North Platte, Norfolk, and Chadron, each about 12>~ 
per cent up. Hastings and Kearney are down = perhaps because 
they have both been hit by a withdrawal of government funds 
from large projects in their vicinity, 


employment in factories was up in the state, 


Sept 


Grand Scotts= Fremont McCook Grand Scotts= Fremont McCook 
Business Indicators Island bluff Island bluff : andizelan 
UNADJUSTED CITY INDEX 104.4 101.3 103.6 102.6 91.8 106.6 95.1 98.2 
Bank debits 104,8 91.2 88.6 96.3 107.4 99.7 86.6 98.9 
Electricity consumed 10147 VIR s7 117.7 99.6 855 116.2 101.8 83.8 
Gas consumed 117.9 89.2 -<-=- --= 121.3 126.7 --- --- 
Water pumped 88.6 7309 100.0 --- 78.0 8163 80.0 --- 
Postal receipts 108.7 97.2 106.5 115.4 84.8 104.6 111.9 110.5 
Newspaper advertising man “== -- = --- ee os ---= “oe = -<-- 
Building permits issued 120.2 431.8 94.8 64.6 lel 423.1 182.3 24.2 
City mortgages recorded 102.7 121.2 114.4 232.1 70.3 62.1 70.1 324.6 
Retail sales 101.0 100.9 104.4 105.5 104.6 T05. 96.9 97-5 
Food stores 112.4- 94.7 82.8 10361 100.5 99. 94.9 9567 
Housing stores 104.3 100.4 65.1 66.4 121.6 108.8 9767 293.8 
Aatomotive stores 100.1 104.1 I16eq 164.8 100.6 104.0 93.2 $3.0 
Miscellaneous stores O77 96.5 93.9 84.7 107.5 109.9 114.5 104.9 
Hastings Nebraska North Kearney Hastings Nebraska North Kearney 
City Platte City Platte 
UNADJUSTED CITY INDEX $2.5 --- 111.8 84.4 971 --- 98.9 10767 
Bank debits 7907 --- 96.3 85.8 97.2 --- 104.3 110.0 
Electricity consumed 105.4 --- 113.2 99.0 92.7 --- 102.7 101.7 
Gas consumed --- --- 126.8 127-3 --- --- 130.4 133.8 
Water pumped 73.4 a 84,8 64.0 69.8 <= 61.7 47.5 
Postal receipts 116.2 --- 100.6 88.7 105.6 -=<- 89.8 103.5 
Newspaper advertising --- -—- 106.4 99.5 --- --- -<-- 115.4 
Building permits issued 58.5 --- 176.2 41.6 ed --- 87.8 213.6 
City mortgages recorded 6706 94,3 172.9 59.3 101.3 114.0 111.2 83.4 
Retail sales 89.4 103.7 --- --- 114.8 96.7 --- --- 
Beatrice Norfolk Columbus Chadron Beatrice Norfolk Columbus Chadron 
UNADJUSTED CITY INDEX 99.0 111.9 111.9 112.3 --- 93.9 100.9 103.2 
Bank debits 92.8 95.7 110.6 97.3 8802 105.6 103.6 103.5 
Blectricity consumed 109.9 113.8 104.4 112.8 === 145.2 101.0 99.6 
Gas consumed sabes 111.8 120.7 178.2 139.5 106.9 toes 108.8 
Water pumped 95.4 11357 73.0 108.9 ---= 95.5 6.0 100.0 
Postal receipts 108.9 108.4 99.7 121.7 --- 54.8 98.1 102.9 
Newspaper advertising ~--= 116.8 =e --- --- OTe. --- ---. 
Building permits issued 10.3 33.4 127.9 354.2 41 17.6 155.4 127505 
City mortgages recorded 8761 242.3 122.4 --- --- 6765 74.3 --- 
Holdrege Fairbury Holdrege Fairbury 
UNADJUSTED CITY INDEX 104.5 91.4 92.7 106.8 
Bank debits 102.4 80.1 104.4 97.8 
Blectricity consumed 114.9 98.0 84.1 97.4 
Gas consumed 119. 109.8 Nees 109.5 
Water pumped 106.7 70.3 150.2 &4.2 
Postal receipts 104.5 124.9 93.9 113.0 
Newspaper advertising --- --- 8303 -“-- 
Building permits issued 16.6 --- 11.8 137.2 
City mortgages recorded 72 84.7 PL.e 161.8 


Per Cent of Same Month a Year Ago 


Per Cent of Preceding Month 
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Number Prod, Workers Value 
Cities of Number io by 
Establish- (Average for = 
a wipincigs obras : Coane the Year) facture 
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Beatrice 


Fremont 26 431 

Grand Island 25 381 

Hastings 33 (1) 

Lincoln 110 5,804 

We like to place our graduates with Nebraska firms. Norfolk — sf ae 
Write to Professor Theodore T. Bullock. North Platte Sie 19,870 
Published weekly by the University Extension Division, University of Nebraska, Omaha ; 6 "16 

except monthly in May, June, July, and December. Entered as second-class matter Scottsbluft A 
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(1) Withheld to avoid disclosing figures for individual . 
companies 


Computed from Census of Manufactures, 1947 


May 9, 1921, at the postoffice at Lincoln, Nebraska, under the Act of August 24, 
1912. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1921. 
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(Continued from first page) 

one employee. A factory without any employees is no longer 

included, but a factory with one employee is in no matter how 

mach or how little it produces. With respect to all the above 
"changes, ‘except that of the minimum size, the 1939 data have 


population as a better base with which to make comparisons 
The 
greatest percentage increases have been in Lancaster County 


The last two columns give the results of the analysis. 


(Lincoln) and in the smaller counties, The increase is larger 


been reclassified on the 1947 basis and the figures shown are 
therefore strictly comparable. 


Among the cities, the only ones given are shown in the sec- 
Unfortunately, not much of the data could be 
given by the census for Beatrice or Hastings, because of dis- 
closing the data of individual plants, 
the county data are given, but the city data are not, because 
there is just one plant in the county outside the city. The 
Adems County totals are: production workers, 745, value added 
by manufacture, $3,886 thousand, value added in 1947 as a per 
cent of 1939, 252. 


ond table here, 


In regard to Hastings 


It is evident that Lincoln far outstripped the other cities 
in new manufacturing, with its war and postwar additions such 
as the Western Electric and Elgin plants. Omaha and Fremont 


also had more than average gains, 


An analysis of the concentration of manufacturing according 
to population can be made by counties, as shown in the third 
table, In this table the counties are divided into size lots 

~ by total population, thus giving the relative amount of manu- 
facturing in the less highly populated counties as compared 
with the more highly populated. The third column gives the 
city population of the given counties rather than the total 


the smaller the county, This gives hope that manufacturing is 


tending to become more dispersed over the less well populated 
regions of the state. How much of this trend is due to the 
new alfalfa dehydration industry it is difficult to say. 


The last column of this table indicates, however, that the 


concentration is still heaviest in the centers of population, — 


The larger the county, the more manufacturing workers there 
are per city dweller, In the smallest counties the manufac= 


turing workers are less than seven per thousand city people. 
(In order to obtain these figures, the few workers who were 


not allocated to counties by the census had to be distributed 
by assumption. ) 


production workers, 
cent of the total number of people employed in manufacturing, 
Since one worker supports two other persons on the average, 
perhaps as much as a third of Omaha's people depend directly 
upen manufacturing, and a fourth of Lincoln's people. 


The general picture is enccuraging for Nebraska. ‘The posi- 
tion of the state on the edge of the great industrial region 


of the nation, and the movement of industry outward from this 


district, is favorable. Omaha still has over half the indus= 


try, but Lincoln and the smaller counties have been coning up, 


ANALYSIS BY COUNTY SIZE 


Production workers are only about 80 per 


P City Popu- Number of Manufacturing Production Mfg, Production 
Bite olsee Number dotion.. Manufacturing Production Workers Workers per 
of County, of 1940, Plants Workers 1947 Y is ae 

Semper 1 cL eee 1939 1947 1939 1947 "of 1939 tape 
The state 93 769.7 1,093 1,344 18,416 375338 203 48,5 

1 227.4 366 Wu7 11,021 20,339 185 89.4 

becasee 1 25.6 120 120 1,662 6,001 361 71.8 
16 ~ 64 17 208.8 271 378 34755 6,929 185 33.2 

8 +16 41 199.8 24g 328 1,800 3,626 201 1g 

yw 8 16 39-3 50 55 163 374 229 9-5 

11> ¥& 17 10.8 7 16 15 69 4.60 6.4 

Computed from Census of Population, 1940, and Census of Manufactures, 1947, EDGAR Z. P. 


In Douglas County (Omaha) almost one tenth 
(89 per thousand) of the city population were manufacturing — 


